Running the Desk
tion. " The variety of subjects he touched on quickened public
discussion and as he always struck an unusual note, the arguments
had a perennial interest."10
Another great quality of Gandhiji, the editor, was his direct
and forthright manner in conveying things. Direct presentation
was the beauty of all his writings. He had a clear thinking and
knew well what he was going to say. He would put forth his ideas
and arguments in crisp short sentences, pregnant with meaning.
From the Indian Opinion to the Harijanv/&$ a long way and we dis-
cover with the passing of each year a mature journalist in him.
*' 'Who wrote these two articles/ asked Gandhiji, pointing out the editorials
from the latest issue of the Young India when Shri Prabhu, the de facto editor
of the journal went to hand over the charge.
** He signified his preference for one ; the other he criticised. Giving his
reasons he said :
* In the first, you have said all that you wanted to say in a direct manner,
while the writer of the second article indulges in all sorts of innuendoes and says
things which he does not really mean/
' When you want to say a thing, don't beat about the bush, don't indulge in
euphemisms and pin-pricks, but tell it in a straight-forward way/ he advised."
But he was in a devastating mood when he wrote the following
letter to a young journalist on June 7, 1919 :
" It is dangerous to call me 'Revered Father* as you will see presently. I
have no doubt about your prodigality. The very slovenliness of your writing
is eloquent proof of it and it certainly requires a prodigal son to write to his
adopted 'Revered Father* a letter containing almost as many corrections as
there are lines in it written anyhow and unrevised. A son frugal in his
adjectives, obedient in reality, would write to his father, especially when he is
deliberately adopted, a careful letter written in his best handwriting. If he
has not enough time, he will write only a line, but he would write it neatly.
" Your article on Mr. Jamnadas was ill-conceived and hurriedly written.
It could not be printed in Young India, nor is it worth printing in any other
paper. You will not reform Jamnadas by letters of that character, nor will you
benefit the public thereby. Your second article is not much better... . You
really lose yourself in the exuberance of your own verbosity. If you will
give more attention to the thought than a mere lengthening out of your
story, you will produce readable matter . . , ,"
Shri Krishnadas narrated the following incident :u
** Today being Monday, Mahatmaji's day of silence, I have to be constantly
by his side ; but as I had to write the article I could not spend much time with
M Ibid., p. 203.
11 Krishnadas : Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi (S. Ganesan & Co.,
Madras, 1928), p. 115.
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